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inclusion of additional information is 
necessary to ensure the equitable eval-
uation of the proposal (e.g., photo-
graphs that do not reproduce well, re-
prints, and other pertinent materials 
that are deemed to be unsuitable for 
inclusion in the text of the proposal), 
the number of copies submitted should 
match the number of copies of the ap-
plication requested in the program so-
licitation. Each set of such materials 
must be identified with the name of the 
submitting organization, and the 
name(s) of the principal investi-
gator(s). Information may not be ap-
pended to a proposal to circumvent 
page limitations prescribed for the 
project description. Extraneous mate-
rials will not be used during the peer 
review process. 

(13) Organizational management infor-
mation. Specific management informa-
tion relating to an applicant shall be 
submitted on a one-time basis prior to 
the award of a grant identified under 
this Part if such information has not 
been provided previously under this or 
another program for which the spon-
soring agency is responsible. The De-
partment will contact an applicant to 
request organizational management in-
formation once a proposal has been rec-
ommended for funding. 

§ 3415.5 Evaluation and disposition of 
applications. 

(a) Evaluation. All proposals received 
from eligible applicants and submitted 
in accordance with deadlines estab-
lished in the annual program solicita-
tion shall be evaluated by the Director 
or Administrator through such officers, 
employees, and others as the Director 
or Administrator determines are 
uniquely qualified in the areas of re-
search represented by particular 
projects. To assist in equitably and ob-
jectively evaluating proposals and to 
obtain the best possible balance of 
viewpoints, the Director or Adminis-
trator shall solicit the advice of peer 
scientists, ad hoc reviewers, or others 
who are recognized specialists in the 
areas covered by the applications re-
ceived and whose general roles are de-
fined in § 3415.2. Specific evaluations 
will be based upon the criteria estab-
lished in subpart B, § 3415.15, unless 
NIFA and/or ARS determine that dif-

ferent criteria are necessary for the 
proper evaluation of proposals in one 
or more specific program areas, or for 
specific types of projects to be sup-
ported, and announces such criteria 
and their relative importance in the 
annual program solicitation. The over-
riding purpose of these evaluations is 
to provide information upon which the 
Administrator may make an informed 
judgment in selecting proposals for 
support. Incomplete, unclear, or poorly 
organized applications will work to the 
detriment of applicants during the peer 
evaluation process. To ensure a com-
prehensive evaluation, all applications 
should be written with the care and 
thoroughness accorded papers for pub-
lication. 

(b) Disposition. On the basis of the Di-
rector’s or Administrator’s evaluation 
of an application in accordance with 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Direc-
tor or Administrator will (1) approve 
support using currently available 
funds, (2) defer support due to lack of 
funds or a need for further evaluation, 
or (3) disapprove support for the pro-
posed project in whole or in part. With 
respect to approved projects, the Direc-
tor or Administrator will determine 
the project period (subject to extension 
as provided in § 3415.7(c)) during which 
the project may be supported. Any de-
ferral or disapproval of an application 
will not preclude its reconsideration or 
a reapplication during subsequent fis-
cal years. 

§ 3415.6 Grant awards. 
(a) General. Within the limit of funds 

available for such purpose, the award-
ing official of NIFA or ARS shall make 
grants to those responsible, eligible ap-
plicants whose proposals are judged 
most meritorious in the announced 
program areas under the evaluation 
criteria and procedures set forth in this 
part. The date specified by the Director 
or Administrator as the effective date 
of the grant shall be no later than Sep-
tember 30 of the Federal fiscal year in 
which the project is approved for sup-
port and funds are appropriated for 
such purpose, unless otherwise per-
mitted by law. It should be noted that 
the project need not be initiated on the 
grant effective date, but as soon there-
after as practicable so that project 
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goals may be attained within the fund-
ed project period. All funds granted by 
NIFA or ARS under this Part shall be 
expended solely for the purpose for 
which the funds are granted in accord-
ance with the approved application and 
budget, the regulations of this part, 
the terms and conditions of the award, 
the applicable Federal cost principles, 
and the Department’s assistance regu-
lations (part 3015 and part 3016 of this 
title). 

(b) Grant award document and notice of 
grant award—(1) Grant award document. 
The grant award document shall in-
clude at a minimum the following: 

(i) Legal name and address of per-
forming organization or institution to 
whom the Director or Administrator 
has awarded a grant under the terms of 
this Part; 

(ii) Title of project; 
(iii) Name(s) and address(es) of prin-

cipal investigator(s) chosen to direct 
and control approved activities; 

(iv) Identifying grant number as-
signed by the Department; 

(v) Project period, specifying the 
amount of time the Department in-
tends to support the project without 
requiring recompetition for funds; 

(vi) Total amount of Departmental 
financial assistance approved by the 
Director or Administrator during the 
project period; 

(vii) Legal authority(ies) under which 
the grant is awarded; 

(viii) Approved budget plan for cat-
egorizing allocable project funds to ac-
complish the stated purpose of the 
grant award; and 

(ix) Other information or provisions 
deemed necessary by NIFA or ARS to 
carry out their respective granting ac-
tivities or to accomplish the purpose of 
a particular grant. 

(2) Notice of grant award. The notice 
of grant award, in the form of a letter, 
will be prepared and will provide perti-
nent instructions or information to the 
grantee that is not included in the 
grant award document. 

(c) Types of grant instruments. The 
major types of grant instruments shall 
be as follows: 

(1) New grant. This is a grant instru-
ment by which NIFA or ARS agrees to 
support a specified level of effort for a 
project that generally has not been 

supported previously under this pro-
gram. This type of grant is approved on 
the basis of peer review recommenda-
tion. 

(2) Renewal grant. This is a grant in-
strument by which NIFA or ARS 
agrees to provide additional funding for 
a project period beyond that approved 
in an original or amended award. When 
a renewal application is submitted, it 
should include a summary of progress 
to date from the previous granting pe-
riod. A renewal grant shall be based 
upon new application, de novo peer re-
view and staff evaluation, new rec-
ommendation and approval, and a new 
award action reflecting that the grant 
has been renewed. 

(3) Supplemental grant. This is an in-
strument by which NIFA or ARS 
agrees to provide small amounts of ad-
ditional funding under a new or re-
newal grant as specified in paragraphs 
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section and may 
involve a short-term (usually six 
months or less) extension of the project 
period beyond that approved in an 
original or amended award. A supple-
ment is awarded only if required to as-
sure adequate completion of the origi-
nal scope of work and if there is suffi-
cient justification to warrant such ac-
tion. A request of this nature normally 
will not require additional peer review. 

(d) Funding mechanisms. The two 
mechanisms by which NIFA or ARS 
may elect to award new, renewal, and 
supplemental grants are as follows: 

(1) Standard grant. This is a funding 
mechanism whereby NIFA or ARS 
agrees to support a specified level of ef-
fort for a predetermined time period 
without the announced intention of 
providing additional support at a fu-
ture date. 

(2) Continuation grant. This is a fund-
ing mechanism whereby NIFA or ARS 
agrees to support a specified level of ef-
fort for a predetermined period of time 
with a statement of intention to pro-
vide additional support at a future 
date, provided that performance has 
been satisfactory, appropriations are 
available for this purpose, and contin-
ued support would be in the best inter-
ests of the Federal government and the 
public. This kind of mechanism nor-
mally will be awarded for an initial 
one-year period, and any subsequent 
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continuation project grants also will be 
awarded in one-year increments. The 
award of a continuation project grant 
to fund an initial or succeeding budget 
period does not constitute an obliga-
tion to fund any subsequent budget pe-
riod. Unless prescribed otherwise by 
NIFA or ARS, a grantee must subject a 
separate application for continued sup-
port for each subsequent fiscal year. 
Requests for such continued support 
must be submitted in duplicate at least 
three months prior to the expiration 
date of the budget period currently 
being funded. Decisions regarding con-
tinued support and the actual funding 
levels of such support in future years 
usually will be made administratively 
after consideration of such factors as 
the grantee’s progress and manage-
ment practices and the availability of 
funds. Since initial peer reviews are 
based upon the full term and scope of 
the original grant application, addi-
tional evaluations of this type gen-
erally are not required prior to succes-
sive years’ support. However, in un-
usual cases (e.g., when the nature of 
the project or key personnel change or 
when the amount of future support re-
quested substantially exceeds the grant 
application originally reviewed and ap-
proved), additional reviews may be re-
quired prior to approving continued 
funding. 

(e) Obligation of the Federal Govern-
ment. Neither the approval of any ap-
plication nor the award of any project 
grant commits or obligates the United 
States in any way to make any re-
newal, supplemental, continuation, or 
other award with respect to any ap-
proved application or portion thereof. 

§ 3415.7 Use of funds; changes. 
(a) Delegation of fiscal responsibility. 

The grantee may not in whole or in 
part delegate or transfer to another 
person, institution, or organization the 
responsibility for use or expenditure of 
grant funds. 

(b) Change in project plans. (1) The 
permissible changes by the grantee, 
principal investigator(s), or other key 
project personnel in the approved grant 
shall be limited to changes in method-
ology, techniques, or other aspects of 
the project to expedite achievement of 
the project’s approved goals. If the 

grantee or the principal investigator(s) 
is uncertain whether a particular 
change complies with this provision, 
the question must be referred to the 
awarding official of NIFA or ARS, as 
appropriate, for a final determination. 

(2) Changes in approved goals, or ob-
jectives, shall be requested by the 
grantee and approved in writing by the 
awarding official of NIFA or ARS, as 
appropriate, prior to effecting such 
changes. Normally, no requests for 
such changes that are outside the scope 
of the original approved project will be 
approved. 

(3) Changes in approved project lead-
ership or the replacement or reassign-
ment of other key project personnel 
shall be requested by the grantee and 
approved in writing by the awarding of-
ficial of NIFA or ARS, as appropriate, 
prior to effecting such changes. 

(4) Transfers of actual performance of 
the substantive programmatic work in 
whole or in part and provisions for pay-
ment of funds, whether or not Federal 
funds are involved, shall be requested 
by the grantee and approved in writing 
by the awarding official of NIFA or 
ARS, as appropriate, prior to effecting 
such changes, unless prescribed other-
wise in the terms and conditions of a 
grant. 

(c) Changes in project period. The 
project period determined pursuant to 
§ 3415.5(b) may be extended by the 
awarding official of NIFA or ARS, as 
appropriate, without additional finan-
cial support, for such additional pe-
riod(s) as the appropriate awarding of-
ficial determines may be necessary to 
complete, or fulfill the purposes of, an 
approved project. Any extension of 
time shall be conditioned upon prior 
request by the grantee and approval in 
writing by the appropriate awarding of-
ficial, unless prescribed otherwise in 
the terms and conditions of a grant. 

(d) Changes in approved budget. The 
terms and conditions of a grant will 
prescribe the circumstances under 
which written approval must be re-
quested and obtained from the award-
ing official of NIFA or ARS, as appro-
priate, prior to instituting changes in 
an approved budget. 
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